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JUL 17 1990

The Honorable Owen B.
Member , United States
815 Feder al Bui ld ing
Norfolk , VA 23510

Dear Mr . Pickett:

Pickett
House of Representatives

•

•

Th is let t er is in response to your let t er of June 28, 1990 whi ch expressed t he
concerns of Mr. Roger Fe ltz of t he Glenwood Park Civic Club . Mr. Fe ltz asked
for more informati on on f ive exist ing s ites and requested a l ist of al l
landf il l remediat ions on Naval Base, Norfolk. These sites are part of t he
Navy Inst all ation Restoration program.

The Inst all at ion Restorat ion program, which is si mi lar t o t he Env ironmenta l
Protect ion Agency's Superfund program , evaluates s ites where hazardous .
ma t erials may have been used, spi lled, or disposed of in t he past. Al t hough
t hese past pract ices were t he accepted methods of disposa l at t he t ime , more
rece nt informat ion on t he fates of t hese chemica ls in t he enviro nment has
prompted us to t ake a closer look at potential ly-contami nated sites .

The Installation Restoration program is a t hree- phase process . The f irst
phase, Pre l iminary Assessment/S ite Investi gation, identi f ies potent ia l s ites
and performs initi al samp l ing to determine if contamination exists. The
second phase, Remedial Invest igation/Feas ib i l ity Study, determines the extent
of t he contamination, evaluates the risk to humans and t he env iro nment, and
performs an analy s is of alternatives for cleani ng up the s ite. The thi rd
phase i s t he actua l site remed iation. Th is procedure is mandat ed by t he
Superfund Amendments and Reauthor izat ion Act of 1985. Fund ing for the
Oepartment of Oefense Inst all at ion Restoration program is specifically
al located by Congress. Funds are al located 000 wide on a worst-s ite , f i r st 
pr ior ity bas i s .

The first phase of t he Install ati on Restorat ion program identi f ied 18
pot entia l ly contami nat ed sites on t he Naval Base wit h regard t o contaminat ion
character is t ics, migrat ion pathways and po l lutant recept ors. These 18 s ites
were identi f ied based on information from historica l records, aer ia l
phot ographs, f ie ld inspections and personne l int er views . The study conc luded
that none of the sites posed an immedi at e t hreat to human heal th or the
env ironment; however, six sites warrant ed f urther invest igat ion . Thu s , the
fo l lowing s ix s ites were further stud ied t hrough a Remedial Invest igation :
Camp Allen l andfill , QArea DrumStorage Yar d, Transformer Storage Area , Slag
Pi le , Pest ic ide Disposal Site and the CD landfi l l . A map of t hese sites i s
enclosed.



An additional site, Buildings V-60/V-90, was later added to the Installation 
Restoration program. As stated in Mr. Feltz's letter, we briefed the Glenwood 
Park Civic Club on this site and our ongoing cleanup actions in a May 29, 1990 
meeting. 

At the Civic Club meeting, citizens expressed concerns over the Camp Allen 
landfill and the CD landfill. The Camp Allen landfill, encompassing an area 
of 45 acres, was used for the disposal of wastes generated by the Naval Base 
from the early 1940s until about 1974. Incinerator ash, power plant ash, 
industrial sludges, overage chemicals, solvents, acids, caustics, paints, 
pesticides, asbestos, scrap metal, and construction and demolition debris were 
disposed in this landfill. The majority of the Camp Allen landfill is 
currently covered with grass and a brig and a heliport have been constructed 
over a portion of the landfill. 

The CD landfill, thirteen acres in size, has been used for the disposal of 
mainly nonputrescible, nonhazardous materials from 1974 until 1987. Mostly 
construction and disposal debris and ash from the salvage fuel boiler and 
power plant have been disposed in this landfill. However, an estimated 
maximum of 1,500 cubic yards of sandblasting dust contaminated with cadmium 
was also landfilled. 

In regard to objects being buried at the CD landfill, the landfill is 
currently inactive; thus, nothing is presently being buried there. We believe 
that Mr. Feltz is referring to an incident which took place at the landfill 
during daylight hours in the winter of 1986. Thirty-seven drums and seven 
metal containers were disposed there which contained dirt, stone, steel and 
inert materials, none of which is hazardous. Based on our knowledge, this is 
the only incident of this type which has occurred. 

The Remedial Investigation commenced at the Naval Base Norfolk in 1983. 
Analysis of samples taken from the Camp Allen landfill has shown localized 
contamination of the shallow ground water and identified organic constituents 
in an adjacent surface drainage ditch. Analysis of samples taken from the CD 
landfill area indicate that the sediment in drainage ditches around the site 
contains cadmium. Additional samples are required to determine the extent of 
contamination at both sites. Neither site is believed to pose a threat to 
human health. 

The Navy will take cleanup actions based on the finding of our Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study and will incorporate comments by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Virginia Department of Waste 
Management. Both agencies, along with representatives from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association, City of Norfolk, and the community serve 
on a Technical Review Committee which is given the opportunity to review and 
comment on all documents, including conclusions and recommendations, produced 
as part of the Installation Restoration effort. 

Site-specific maps, all reports produced to date, and background information 
on the Installation Restoration program is available for review by the public 
at the Mary Pretlow branch library in the East Ocean View section of Norfolk, 
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the Naval Air Station branch *library in Building U-16 and the Larchmont branch 
library on Hampton Boulevard in Norfolk. Information on the V-60/V-90'site is 
contained in the first two libraries listed and in the Naval Aviation Depot 
Civilian Personnel Office, Building U-69, Naval Air Station, Norfolk. 

Additional information on this matter is available from Mr. Seamus O'Boyle of 
our Public Affairs Office at 444-2163. 

I hope this information is helpful in responding to Mr. Feltz's concerns. 

Sincerely, 

K. L, CARLSEN 
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy 

Encl: (1) Map of Installation Restoration sites 
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